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philosophical disquisitions and criticisms of other schools,
while glorifying certain deities of his own choice. In fact
Yamuna himself has started this technique of clothing
philosophical ideas and criticism of other schools in the
garb of lyric poetry9 in the Srivaisnava tradition.

7. OTHER WORKS OF PARASARA

f    Of the lost works of Parasara, the most important
is perhaps the Tattvaratnakara. About 42 fragments of
this masterly treatise on tattva (the Reality) are available
now exclusively through the quotations by Vedanta Desika.
Composed in mixed prose and verse the Tattvaratnakara
appears to have been an ocean (ratnakara} of several
philosophical concepts of the Visistadvaita school.
Although a clear picture of the plan of this work cannot
be obtained due to the incomplete nature of these
quotations, it is still possible to hold that it was a large
work divided into several chapters called prakarana-^
subdivided into several sections called pada-s. The
Nyayaparisuddhi of Vedanta Desika, it may be said,
closely follows this work of Parasara.

G. Oberhammer is of the opinion that the
Tattvaratnakara was never completed by the author and
that even Vedanta Desika might not have known the
fuller text.10 While tracing the possible reasons for the
loss of the Tattvaratnakara, he states that the political
conditions during the 12th century might have been one
such cause. Or the popularity of the works of earlier
Acarya-s like Yamuna and Ramanuja and especially that
of Ramanuja's Snbhasya   might have led to the
comparative neglect of the Tattvaratnakara. Another
reason, according to the same scholar, could have been
that Parasara's theology foreshadowed the doctrine of
the Tenkalai school and so naturally was not favoured
by the other group, namely, the Vadakalai school.11 It